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Introduction  
Overview Vector NTI® Suite, a desktop application, is a comprehensive set of 

sequence analysis tools specifically designed for molecular biologists. 
This document summarizes supported configurations for the Vector NTI 
Suite for Mac OS X software and provides directions for installing, licensing 
and launching Vector NTI Suite for Mac OS X. 

   

DLS 
CUSTOMERS: 

 

This document does not address DLS installation or dynamic licensing of Vector 
NTI Suite Mac for OS X. Customers with DLS Licenses should first install and 
license the DLS software before installing Vector NTI Suite Mac for OS X. For 
information on DLS installation and dynamic licensing of Vector NTI, see the 
Installation and Licensing Guide, Vector DLS 2.0, available on the support page of 
the InforMax web site, www.informaxinc.com.  

Note: Vector NTI Suite Mac for OS X is only supported with DLS versions 2.0 and higher. 

  

  
Vector NTI Suite for Mac OS X System Requirements 
Minimal System 
Requirements 

• Mac OS X, v. 10.2.6 
• Power Mac G3 or G4 
• 450 Mb HD space 
• 256 Mb RAM, 512 Mb recommended 
 

  
Upgrading from Previous Mac OS versions of Vector NTI  
If you are upgrading from either the Vector NTI Suite for Mac OS X Vector NTI Suite for Mac 
version 5.3 or from the “preview” version of Vector NTI Suite for Mac OS X released in February 
2003, follow the directions appropriate to your situation.  

  
Recommended Steps for Migrating Data from Version 5.3 

Upgrading from 
Vector NTI 5.3 
for Mac 

Vector NTI Version 5.3 (for Mac OS 8, 9 or 9.1) cannot be upgraded to 
Vector NTI Suite for Mac OS X, however data from version 5.3 are 
compatible with Vector NTI Suite for Mac OS X. 
 

  
If you are migrating data to Vector NTI Suite for Mac OS X from Vector NTI Suite 5.3 for Mac, 
complete the following steps in the order listed: 
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Step Action 

1. In Mac OS 9, export the Vector NTI Suite 5.3 data as multi-archive files. Five 
database tables can be exported into five separate multi-archive files. 

2. Delete the folder called Vector NTI Suite on the Macintosh hard drive. 

3. Proceed with the installation of Vector NTI Suite for OS X, as described on page 3. 

4. Register the new Vector NTI installation in License Manager, following the 
directions on page 10. 

5. Create and open the new database. 

6. Drag-and-drop the archive files into the Vector NTI Suite for Mac OS X Database 
Explorer. 

  
Recommended Steps for Upgrading from the Preview Version of Vector NTI 
for Mac OS X 

Upgrading from 
the preview 
edition of 
Vector NTI for 
Mac  

The preview version of Vector NTI for Mac released in February 2003 can be 
upgraded to Vector NTI Suite for Mac OS X. Before updating, it is strongly 
recommended that you perform a database backup to retain molecules, 
enzymes, citations, BLAST search results, etc. used in your earlier work in 
Vector NTI. 

  
To upgrade to Vector NTI Suite for Mac OS X from the preview edition of Vector NTI Suite for 
Mac OS X, complete the following steps in the order listed: 
 

Step Action 

1. Backup the existing Vector NTI for Mac OS X database. Follow Database Backup 
instructions beginning on page 13. 
Note:  If you have a multiple users' installation with several databases, you should repeat 
the Backup procedure for each user on your system.  

2. Delete the Vector NTI program folder created during the previous install (located 
in Applications:Vector NTI by default). Empty the Trash. 

3. Proceed with the installation of Vector NTI Suite for OS X.  Follow the installation 
instructions beginning on page 3. 
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Database 
Issues during 
Upgrade 

• If the database from the previous version resides in the default location 
(Library:Application Support), a new database is not created during the 
new install and data are not overwritten. Your applications will use the 
old database. 

• If the old database resides in a non-default location, a new database will 
be created in the default location during installation.  
o To specify to use the old database as the default database during the 

install, see step 6 on page 5.  
Important:This is preferable for a single install, multiple-user machine 
if more than one user shares the same database. 

o An alternative way to access your old data is to open Vector NTI 
Explorer, select Database > Select Local Database, and browse to 
the folder where your old database resides.  
Important: This is preferable for a single install, multi-user machine 
where each user has his/her own unique database. 

• Once the Vector NTI Suite is opened with your old data, that becomes 
the default database for Vector NTI. 

• For information on creating a new database in any desired location 
during installation, see the section about using the Setup Assistant on 
page 8. 

• When using the software, you can switch between existing databases at 
any time. Open Vector NTI Database Explorer, select Database > Select 
Local Database, and browse to the folder where your other database 
resides.   

 

 

NOTE: 

 

Note: To avoid problems using the Vector NTI Database, run the Database 
Cleanup function regularly. Select Database > Database Cleanup in your 
Database Explorer. 

  
Installing Vector NTI Suite for Mac OS X 
The following installation instructions are valid for an upgrade from the preview edition of Vector 
NTI Suite for Mac OS X or for a new installation of the software. 

   

How to Install 
from a Vector 
NTI CD-ROM 

To install the Vector NTI Suite for Mac OS X from a Vector NTI CD-ROM, 
perform the following steps: 

 
Step Action 

1. Insert the CD-Rom into the CD drive.  

2. Double-click on the Vector NTI Suite CD icon on the desktop. 
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Step Action 

3. In the window that opens, double-click on Vector NTI 7 Suite Installer to begin 
software setup. 

4. Step through the Installation screens, following the directions given in each. When 
you get to the Authenticate window, type in your Mac user name and password.  

5. On the Vector NTI Suite Installer window, you can choose between two options 
available in the combo box: Easy Install and Custom Install. 
• Easy Install  

This, the default option, is recommended for the regular user. Easy Install 
installs all modules of the Vector NTI Suite except the Remote Access Support. 
Click Install to continue. 

 
• Custom Install  

Use this option if you have purchased Vector Enterprise or LabShare software 
in addition to the Vector NTI Suite. When Custom Install is selected, the 
Remote Access Support checkbox is unchecked by default. Do not clear 
boxes for the other applications.  

You can also use Custom Install if you are an advanced user and have limited 
space on your hard disk. In this case, uncheck unneeded applications from the 
list, so they will not be installed. Do not clear the Vector NTI checkbox. 

Click Install once your options are specified. 
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6. On the Applications and Database Destinations window, default locations for the 

Vector NTI Program and Database folders are specified: 

 
• For a new installation or to specify in a re-install that the application and 

database be placed in the default locations on the hard drive, click the 
Continue button.  
o The default destination folder for the program is located in Macintosh 

HD:Applications:Vector NTI.  
o The default destination folder for the database is located in Macintosh 

HD:Library:Application Support:VNTI Database. 
Note: If the VNTI Database folder already exists in Macintosh 
HD:Library:Application Support, it is not overwritten by installation. 

• To specify a non-default location for the Vector NTI application folder or for the 
Vector NTI Database folder, click one or both of the Choose buttons and 
browse for the destination(s). 
Notes: 
o If the VNTI Database folder already exists inside the folder specified in this 

dialog box, it is not overwritten by installation.  
o When placing a program or database into a non-default location, remember 

that all group members should have Read & Write access to it. 

7. Click Continue to install the software. You will be informed of the successful 
completion of the installation. 

  
Click Restart to restart your computer. License the software in the License 
Manager that opens automatically upon restart. For licensing instructions, see page 
10. 
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How to Install 
from the 
InforMax 
Website 

To install the Vector NTI Suite from the InforMax web site, follow these 
steps: 

 
 

Step Action 

1. Go to the InforMax Inc. web site: http://www.informaxinc.com and click on the 
Downloads link. 

2. Fill out the form to register your personal information. 

3. Click the Free Downloads link to show the list of InforMax products for download. 

4. Click the Download Now button for Vector NTI Suite for Mac OS X. 

5. The Vector NTIforOSX.sit archive is created and unstuffed on your machine. Open 
the Vector NTI for OS X folder, launch the Vector NTI 7 Suite Installer and follow 
the instructions described in the previous section (page 3) beginning at Step 4. 

  
Performing a Single Install for Multiple Users 

Installing one copy of Vector NTI Suite on a Mac OS X machine for use by multiple users of that 
machine with varying level of access rights requires a primary installation after which other 
users create links to the primary installation. With this type of installation (multiple Vector NTI 
users on the same machine), one Vector NTI database can be created and shared or a unique 
database can be created in a separate location for each user. The Vector NTI Suite Setup 
Assistant is the application designed for creating the links and additional databases.  
 
How to Perform 
a Single Install 
for Multiple 
Users  

Only a user with admin rights can perform a single installation for multiple 
users on the same machine.  
 
The installation procedure includes a primary installation under the admin 
log in, after which other users can access the primary installation (users 
may have to apply their Vector NTI Suite license number. See page 10.).  
 
To perform a single install for multiple users, complete these steps: 

 
Step Action 

1.  Before installing Vector NTI, add user accounts for all users who will have access 
to the installed Vector NTI Suite. 

2.  A person with full administrative rights on the Mac OS X machine installs Vector 
NTI Suite for the first time on the system following the installation directions given 
in the previous sections.  

Important: If the program or a database is placed in a non-default location, 
remember that all group members should have Read & Write access to it.  

3.  Proceed through the licensing steps described in the licensing section of this 
Installation Guide (page 10) for the license type you have purchased.  
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Step Action 

4.  If a single Vector NTI Database is to be shared by all users on the machine, open 
Vector NTI and populate the Vector NTI Database before creating links for the 
other users (see Opening Vector NTI Suite Applications, page 14) 

 
Using Setup 
Assistant  

Once the initial installation of the Vector NTI Suite is complete, each user 
must complete the following steps to open the Setup Assistant for creating 
links and adding new databases to the primary installation.  
 

 
Step Action 

1. Browse to the Vector NTI Suite Setup Assistant (in Applications:Vector 
NTI:Tools). Double-click on the Setup Assistant.  

2.  Proceed through the installation steps, following directions on the windows and 
described in the previous Installation section in this Guide. 

Note that in this type of installation, Vector NTI detects the existing installation 
and offers no options for Easy Install or Custom Install. Click Install. 

3.  The Applications and Database Destinations dialog box displays the location of 
the already-installed Vector NTI program. In addition, for the Local Vector NTI 
Database, select one of the radio buttons. 

  
• Use existing database and settings at: gives you access to the database in 

the existing installation of Vector NTI. Any molecules you construct or import 
will be part of this database. You can create your own subsets in the existing 
database for storing your molecules and organize the hierarchical structure of 
the subsets as you choose.  
Press the Choose button to set a path to your Vector NTI database if it exists 
in a location other than the one shown. Browse to the folder Vector NTI 
Database. 

• Create new database and settings at: allows you to create your own 
database and settings in the existing Vector NTI installation. Any molecules 
you construct or import will be part of this new database.  
Press the Choose button to set a path to your Vector NTI database if you 
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Step Action 
choose to store it in a location other than the one shown. A new VNTI 
Database folder will be created at the specified location. 

Notes: 

• A Guest user must choose Home (in the folder Documents, for example) as 
a location for creating a new separate database.  

• Any user on the machine can create a new database at any time using the 
Vector NTI Suite Setup Assistant application. Click on the corresponding icon 
in the Applications:VectorNTI:Tools folder and choose the Setup User Profile 
button (see the screenshot on page 8), then follow the installation steps. In 
the Applications and Database Destinations dialog box, choose the option to 
create new database as described on page 7 of this Guide.  

4.  Click Continue. After you have created the link to the installed Vector NTI Suite, 
a message displays informing you that the installation was successful.  

 

 NOTE: 

 

Each user must open License Manager to verify or configure the software license. 
Double click on the License Manager application, located at Macintosh 
HD:Applications:Vector NTI. 

• If the license has not already been configured from the Primary Installation, 
follow the directions given in the Licensing Vector NTI section for configuring 
the license (see page 10). 

    
Existing Vector NTI Suite for Mac OS X Installations 

  
Reinstalling or 
Removing an 
Existing 
Installation 

Once Vector NTI Suite has been installed, you can reinstall or remove the 
existing installation.  
 
To reinstall an installation, perform the following steps: 

 
Step Action 

1.  Backup your database in the secured location (see p. 13 of this installation guide) 

2.  Launch the Vector NTI Suite Setup Assistant (in Applications:Vector NTI:Tools). 
The software recognizes the current install of Vector NTI on your computer, and 
following dialog box displays. Click the Reinstall button.  
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Step Action 

3.  Follow the installation steps as described in the Installation section of this Guide 
(page 3). 

 

NOTES: 

 

• Upon reinstallation, if Custom Install is selected, only the checked modules 
will be installed. Unchecked modules will be removed during reinstallation. 

• For multiple user machines only: After the Admin user installation is 
modified, other users installations will be modified in the same way. 

 

 
Un-installing 
Vector NTI  

To completely remove Vector NTI Suite for MAC OS X, including all 
settings, from your computer, complete the following steps.  
 
Note: this procedure only works if Vector NTI program folder is at the 
default location: Macintosh HD: Applications folder. 

  
Step Action 

1.  Backup your data in the secured location (described on page 13 of this 
Installation Guide). 

2.  Download VNTI Remover.sh script, available from the InforMax webpage 
(http://www.informaxinc.com/support/). For help in finding that file on the web, call 
InforMax TechSupport at 1-877-357-3114. 

3.  Logon into the computer as Admin user. 

4.  Open the Terminal application (Applications:Utilities:Terminal), type in sh then 
drag and drop the VNTI Remover.sh script into the Terminal window. 

5.  Type in the Admin password. 

6.  After the script has finished running, restart your computer. 

  



   Installation and Licensing Guide--Vector NTI Suite for Mac OS X 

  5/27/2003 10 

 

NOTES: 

 

• If the Vector NTI program folder resides in different location, you will 
have to place the Vector NTI folder into trash, then empty the trash in 
addition to the procedure described above. 

• The VNTI Remover.sh script does not remove your database from any 
location 

 

 
Licensing Vector NTI Suite Applications 

 
License 
Manager 

License Manager is the tool used for licensing the Vector NTI Suite with a 
trial, static or dynamic license. License Manager always opens initially in 
Demo Mode. 

 
NOTE: 

 

License Manager should open automatically once Vector NTI has been installed 
on your system. If it does not open automatically, find the Vector NTI folder and 
open it by double-clicking on the License Manager program file. 

  
If you have already purchased the Vector NTI Suite, follow the directions for 
activating your license type in the Static License or Dynamic License 
sections below and on page 12, respectively. To obtain a Trial License, 
follow the directions in the Trial License section on page 11. 

 

 
Static License  Note: For a single install/multiple user configuration, the Admin user must 

register first for the Static License 
• If database is to be shared by other users, the initial Static License is 

valid for those additional users. 
• Each additional user who will have database(s) separate from that used 

by Admin must register for an individual Static License. 

  
To register the Static License for Vector NTI Suite, follow these steps: 
 

Step Action 

1.  In License Manager, go directly to the Static License tab.  

2.  Enter your personal information in the appropriate text boxes. 
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Step Action 

3.  Enter the license number provided in the letter accompanying your CD ROM 
and/or manual. The hardware ID is pre-loaded in its text-box. 

  

4.  Click the Get Registration Key button, which prompts a link to the InforMax, Inc. 
website in your browser where your new registration key will be displayed.  
If you are unable to obtain a registration key, e-mail the user’s name, company/institution, 
hardware id# (listed in License Manager) and the License # to register@informaxinc.com. 
A  key will be manually configured and emailed to you. Enter that key in License Manager 
and apply it. 

5.  Copy the key number from the web page by highlighting it with your mouse and  
selecting Copy from the CTRL + CLICK shortcut menu or Edit > Copy from the 
Main Menu.  

6.  Return to License Manager and click the cursor in the Registration Key text box 
and paste in the Registration Key, using Paste from the CTRL + CLICK shortcut 
menu or Edit > Copy from the Main Menu. 

7.  Click the Apply button. A message displays indicating the license status. 

8.  Close License Manager. 

  
Trial License To register a Trial License for Vector NTI Suite for Mac OS X, follow these 

steps: 
 

Enter the License 
Number here. 

The Hardware ID 
preloads here. 

Paste the Registration 
Key here. 

Click this button to retrieve 
the Registration Key. 

Enter personal 
information here. 
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Step Action 

1.  For each Vector NTI module, on the Summary tab of the License Manager, 
choose Trial License in the combo box.  

2.  Select the Trial License Settings tab and enter your name and the name of your 
organization in the appropriate fields. 

3.  Type in or click the button Default URL to automatically fill in the Trial License 
Server URL, http://www.informaxinc.com/vntitrial/vntitrial.cgi. Make sure that the 
proxy settings are filled in correctly if a firewall is used at your site. 

4.  If a proxy is used at your site, click the Internet Connection Settings button and 
make sure that the proxy settings are filled in correctly. 

5.  To get the trial license, on the Trial License Settings tab copy the Hardware ID 
from the dialog box (highlight and select Copy from the CTRL + CLICK shortcut 
menu or Edit > Copy from the Main Menu. Send the Hardware ID to 
trial@informaxinc.com with your name, address, e-mail address and phone 
number. You should receive a reply by e-mail within a few hours. 

6.  After you receive the reply, press the Test Connection button to verify that the 
connection is valid and that a license is available. When you launch the Suite 
applications, they should now run in Trial mode. 

 
Dynamic 
License from a 
DLS Server 

To configure a Dynamic License for Vector NTI Suite, see the Installation 
and Licensing Guide for Vector DLS 2.0 available on the support page of 
the InforMax Inc. web site. 

  
Transferring Vector NTI to a New Computer (Mac to Mac)  

 
Before converting to a new OS or a new computer, you must first perform backups of your 
database and after you have installed the software on the new computer, you must restore the 
data. 

  
IMPORTANT: 

Vector NTI and 
the Hardware ID 

 

Hardware IDs and registered license numbers are closely linked in Vector NTI. If 
Vector NTI is moved to a different computer or the OS on the computer is 
updated, Vector NTI on the new/updated computer does not recognize the old 
Registration Key. 

In this case, if you have a static license for Vector NTI, you must get a new 
license from your InforMax sales representative. 
Note: For the dynamically licensed Vector NTI, obtaining a new license is not necessary. 
However, your DLS administrator may need to remove the seat for your old computer and 
make a new client seat available to you. 
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Performing Backups 

Before converting to a new OS or a new computer, perform the backups described below: 

  
Saving 
database 
molecules 

To save Vector NTI database molecules in a backup file, perform the 
following steps: 

 
Step Action 

1.  Create a new folder on a network drive or Zip drive, etc. that can be accessed 
from the new computer or from the old computer after the operating system 
upgrade is completed. 

2.  On the old system, open the Vector NTI Database Explorer and choose 
Database > Database Backup... from the Database Explorer menu. 

3.  Select the destination for the backup in the folder that you created for the backup. 
The backup will contain all molecules from the database, including those that 
were created by the user. Custom settings are NOT saved during database 
backup, however. 

  

IMPORTANT: 

 

Vector NTI Database Backups are NOT cross-platform compatible (i.e. the Vector 
NTI Database on a PC cannot be restored using a Vector NTI Database Backup 
made from Vector NTI on a Macintosh, and vice versa. If you want to move the 
Vector NTI Database from PC to Macintosh (or vice versa), you must do so using 
Vector NTI Archive files.  

  
Restoring Database  

 

WARNING: 

 

• Database Restore OVERWRITES the existing database with the 
backup database. 

• Do not use Database Restore or Database Backup to transfer data 
between Vector NTI for Mac 5.3 and Vector NTI Suite for Mac OS X 
versions, as the structures of the two databases are quite different. For 
directions on migrating database files from Vector NTI for Mac 5.3, see 
page 1.  

  
Restoring the 
Vector NTI 
Database  

To restore the Vector NTI database, perform the following steps: 
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Step Action 

1.  After backing up the database and saving other appropriate files, install Vector 
NTI on the new system or proceed with the OS update on the old system and 
then re-install Vector NTI. 

2.  Register the new Vector NTI installation in License Manager using the new 
license number (requested and received from your InforMax sales 
representative). See page 10. 

3.  Once Vector NTI is licensed and in full functional mode, restore the database by 
choosing Database > Database Restore… in Vector NTI Database Explorer. 

4.  In the dialog box, open the backup folder you created and click OK. This restores 
the molecules in the database. 

 

   
Opening Vector NTI Suite Applications 

  
How to open 
Vector NTI Suite 
NTI Applications 

Open any of the Vector NTI Suite applications by selecting them in the 
Applications:Vector NTI folder or the folder where you installed Vector 
NTI. 

 
IMPORTANT: 

 

An active Static License is signaled by a green checkmark in the lower right 
corner of the application window. An active Dynamic License is signaled by a 
green, blinking checkmark. If you see a red (blinking) X in the lower right corner 
of the application window, the application is not licensed and is running in Demo 
mode (see the Licensing section on page 10.) 

 

  
Populating the 
Vector NTI 
Database with 
sample 
molecules 

The first time you open the Vector NTI application, you will be asked if you 
want to populate the Vector NTI Database with sample molecules. It is 
recommended that you choose to do so, since this will provide you with 
many of the more commonly used cloning vectors, etc. 

  

IMPORTANT: 

 

• On a multi-user machine with all users accessing a single, common Vector 
NTI Database (where each user does NOT have his/her own unique 
database), Vector NTI database population should be performed while the 
primary installer (Administrator) is logged on.  

• On a single user machine or multi-user machine with unique databases for 
each user, a particular user’s database should be populated while logged on 
as that user. 
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NOTES: 
 

 

If you initially choose not to populate the Vector NTI Database with sample 
molecules, you can populate the Database at a later time by importing sample 
DNA Molecule, Protein, etc. archive files. 

There are eight sample archive files, one for each of the data types in the Vector 
NTI Database. The sample archive files can be found in the VNTI Database 
folder on your hard drive. They are named as follows: Dbinit.an6 (Analysis 
Results), DBinit.ba6 (BLAST Search Results), DBinit.ca6 (Citations), Dbinit.ea4 
(Enzymes), Dbinit.ga4 (Gel Markers), Dbinit.ma4 (DNA Molecules), Dbinit.oa4 
(Oligos) and Dbinit.pa4 (Proteins).  

To import the sample archives, in the Vector NTI Database window, switch to the 
desired Database Table and choose Table > Import > <data type> from 
Archive… from the drop-down menu and select the corresponding archive file. 

  
Contacting Technical Support 

 
E-mail techsupport@informaxinc.com or  

techsupporteurope@informaxinc.com for European Technical Support Office 

  
Phone 240-379-4240 

877-357-3114 (Toll-free, U.S.) or  
+44 (0) 1865 784 591 for European Technical Support Office 

   
Eligibility To be eligible for technical support, you must: 
 

Step Action 

1.  Purchase Basic Support (technical support only) or Advanced Support (technical 
support with free upgrades) from InforMax, Inc. Contact your InforMax Sales 
Representative for further details regarding pricing, terms, and support status. If 
you do not know your InforMax Representative, call (800) 357-3114 (toll-free 
US), or 240-379-4000, and you will be directed to the appropriate contact. 

2.  Register as a Vector NTI user with Advanced or Basic Support. To avoid service 
delays on your initial technical support request, register at the InforMax web site 
(see below) before contacting Technical support. You need only register once. 

Register at this site: http://www.informaxinc.com/support/end.html 
 

NOTE: 

 

Although pre-registering at the InforMax web site will save you time, if you have 
not previously done so, technical support personnel will register you when you 
call. 

  
 
 


